
KVH biosecurity survey



What do you think are the biggest biosecurity 
pest and disease threats to the kiwifruit 
industry?

There were 74 
different, free 

format answers to 
this question

27 people 
answered ‘BMSB 

and fruit fly’ 
together

17 people 
mentioned ‘Psa’ 

or ‘new strains of 
Psa’

Eight people 
answered ‘BMSB’ 

and did not 
mention any other 

threat

Humans, tourism, 
machinery, and 

‘the next big 
unknowns’ were 

less common 
themes



Who do you 
think is 

responsible for 
managing 
kiwifruit 

biosecurity in 
New Zealand?
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Yes No Not sure

Have you had 
direct contact 
with Kiwifruit 
Vine Health 

within the last 
six months?



Describe the role of KVH

Biosecurity advocate 
and enforcer for the 

kiwifruit industry

Making everyone 
aware of the 

potential threats 
and risks to kiwifruit

To minimise the 
impact of Psa and 

to lead 
preparedness for 
other biosecurity 

risks



How often are these biosecurity practices undertaken on the orchard 
you work on or are in charge of?
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What limits you from agreeing biosecurity requirements 
with the people you work with (or who work for you)?

Takes up too much time

I don't understand how to do this

No one else does it

Contractors charge more or refuse

Other



What limits you from checking and removing soil/plant material from 
the vehicles and machinery that come on to your orchard

Takes up too much time

Not practical

No wash down area

No space to do it

Contractors refuse to do it

Not worth the extra cost

Other



What limits you from cleaning tools that come on to your 
orchard with an effective sanitiser?

Takes up too much time

Not practical

No one else does it

Other



What limits you from cleaning high-risk footwear that comes 
on to your orchard with an effective sanitiser?

Not practical

Do not see any value in it

No one else does it

Annoys visitors

Takes up too much time

Other



What limits you from sourcing KPCS certified plants?

Unsure about what the value is

Orchard Manager/Contractor decides the source

Too hard to source

Cost

Other



What limits you from restricting unauthorised access to the orchard?

Not practical

Takes too much time

No one else does it

Other



What limits you from monitoring vines 
and reporting unusual symptoms?

Don't know what to look for

Don't want to make a report and have people shutting
down my property

Don't know how to make a report

Other



Are there any other on-orchard biosecurity practices 
you think are important for managing biosecurity 
threats?

Communicating to everyone 
how to help and what sort of 

things to look for

Cleaning tools 
between vines



In what region of the country is the orchard your 
answers relate to?

Te Puke and 
Katikati

1

Tauranga

2

The Far North

3

Opotiki and 
Whangarei

4



Share your thoughts

• 63 of the 74 respondents chose to provide KVH with their name and 
email address.

• There were 20 responses to the free format comment section and 
these ranged from positive comments about the work of KVH to 
comments about the biosecurity system as a whole and the role of 
other organisations like the Ministry for Primary Industries and 
Zespri. 
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