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Over 90 threats to kiwifruit…so far





Verticillium wilt



Incursions are not detected on day 1



The New Zealand Institute for Plant & Food Research Limited

Natural spread is limited:

» Soilborne fungus

» Root grafts

» Potentially some movement by wood-

boring beetles

» Wind-blown sawdust and frass from 

borers

Human-assisted spread:

» Propagative material (e.g. cuttings)

» Pruning tools, packing material

» Other equipment

Ceratocystis fimbriata - means of spread



Why do we need on-orchard biosecurity 
practices

1. Number of significant risks offshore

2. Preventing spread prior to detection gives us 
the best shot at eradication or containment

3. Key component in our wider efforts for better 
biosecurity protection





KVH Grower Survey

• Survey has been out for 3 weeks on KVH 
website

• Still looking for more participation

• Survey looking to 

• understand the current level of knowledge 
around biosecurity risks

• What barriers maybe preventing the adoption 
of biosecurity best  practices



KVH Grower Survey

• Feedback will be valuable in helping  us develop 
a roll out plan  that reduces as  many barriers as 
possible.

• Will develop next steps once we have analysed 
the research data

• Key to success in changing grower behaviours  is 
understanding the barriers to change




