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Incursions are not detected on day 1



Spread of Brazilian Wilt



KiwiNet Dec 2016 
Brazilian Wilt Scenario – Day 2

• Day 2 of a response

• 3 collapsing vines on 4 ha HW 
orchard

• Nursery adjacent to infected 
property

• Tracing and surveillance activities 
underway

By Day 10

• 2nd IP reported

• 22 other properties non-detected

• Tracing suggests Brazilian 
backpackers may have introduced 
it during summer pruning



Key messages

• Symptoms not detected on day 1 (lag 
time could be years)

• On-orchard biosecurity critical as 
routine practice, must address soil 
movements not just Psa

• If pathogen is relatively contained at 
time of detection then eradication 
may be possible – requires being able 
to trace plant movements!





What should 
traceability look 
like?




