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Brown Marmorated Stink Bug 101

• Significant biosecurity threat 
– very high risk

• Major pest of kiwifruit. 

• Pierces fruit, resulting in fruit 
drop or subsequent rot

• Losses up to 30% on heavily 
impacted blocks 

• Impacts both green and gold 
cultivars



Chemical control unsuitable

• Requires regular and repeat applications of broad 
spectrum insecticides 

• BMSB recover within a week

• Broad spectrum insecticides result in secondary pest 
outbreaks

• No effective control products available for New Zealand 
kiwifruit growers 

• BMSB control requires application at high rates resulting 
in residues that not meet both local and export market 
MRL’s for kiwifruit



Spot the pest



BMSB



YSSB



BMSB CAMPAIGN ANALYSIS







What worked ……]

• 931 calls to the 0800 hotline (more than double last year).

• Website ads generated the most calls to the 0800 hotline.

• Over 6.5m online impressions/views.

• Metservice app by far the most seen ad.

• 30,500+ visitors to the BMSB page on MPI website (12.5K more than last year).

• Ruud Kleinpaste posts and videos were the most effective social media tools. 

• Strong news media interest in BMSB, especially around the turned away ships 
and Samurai Wasp. 





• New collateral (posters, fliers, and stickers) distributed to  packhouses, 
transitional facilities, and vehicle importers across New Zealand.

• Collateral distributed to all members of NZ Plant Producers Incorporated, including nurseries and all Mitre 10
outlets.

• Collateral distributed through PGG Wrightson and Fruitfed suppliers.

• Partnership with Hospitality NZ and other tourism  associations to communicate BMSB threat. Hospitality NZ  
detailed in newsletters and social media.

• Partnership with Allied Pickfords transport – BMSB 
messages on trucks and in warehouses/depots.

• Partnerships with BOPRC and Port of Tauranga.

• Created BMSB champion video for NZ Wine (featuring Villa Maria) 
for use at conferences and social media.

Partnerships help 



• Expanding our target audiences to the wider public and mainstream media advertising 
has worked – we’ve had many more calls.

• Online advertising leads people to websites and calling the 0800 number. Making videos is better for 
general awareness and we’re seeing that people are watching videos right to the end when they are less 
than a minute long.

• Offline advertising, like posters and ads in magazines, is still working. We see people going direct to the 
BMSB webpage or through Google.

• For three years gardeners have been a focus. Reminders now all that is needed. Keep concentrating on the 
wider public.

• News stories are effective and increase calls. We should keep producing them.

• Continue to use digital media – it’s working, has a wide reach, and is good value for money.

• MPI need to improve how they record call sources. The ‘other’ and ‘not sure’ categories are high and 
currently unexplainable.

• Consider potential new spokesperson to keep things fresh.

What we learnt ……



BMSB RISK



BMSB invading North America and Europe

Native to 

China, Japan, 

Korea and 

Taiwan

2004: Invades 

Europe, now 

present in 14 

countries

?

1996: Invades 

US, now present 

in 43 states & 4 

Canadian 

provinces

2015 –

establish in 

Chile



Risk is increasing
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Chile update 



2016 

Outbreak

Halyomorpha halys found in greater Santiago
Overview of greater Santiago and the nearest agricultural areas.



Detections in Santiago
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Europe

• “Epidemic” in western 
Georgia

• Hazelnut main income 
source for local 
population

• BMSB impact has halved 
production



PREPARING FOR THE THREAT



Samurai Wasp update

• Decision expected mid Aug

• 69 submissions, most in 
support

• Kiwifruit industry well 
represented

• Potential impact to endemics 
most contentious issue

• Release planning underway







Significant research investment

• New Zealand 

• Offshore 

• Industry specific

• And many more…



BMSB Council projects

1. Life history in New Zealand

2. Response plans

3. BMSB behaviour in New Zealand

4. Samurai wasp application

5. Samurai wasp post application logistics

6. Public awareness



Kiwifruit industry projects

1. Sorting damaged fruit

2. Quantifying on-orchard damage – China

3. Parasitoid abundance in kiwifruit – China

4. Lifecycle in Italian kiwifruit

5. Suitability of kiwifruit as a host for all life stages of BMSB –
Georgia, USA

6. Do trap crops reduce impact to kiwifruit orchards – Italy

Plus many more such as Plant and Food Research core funded 
projects.



Esempio di due aziende nel faentino
Az. Agr. Nonni

Eurofins Agroscience Services Group Presentation 29



Esempio di due aziende nel faentino
Az. Agr. Farolfi

Eurofins Agroscience Services Group Presentation 30



Thanks for all your reports!




